
Fill in the Blank 

Along the ______  ______developed a powerful empire called _____. Mali gained its power by controlling the ____ and ____ trade. 
Mali was able to control this trade through the leadership of _________ who conquered Mali’s rival, the _______.  After Sundaita, 
died, ______ ______ became the leader of Mali.  Mansa Musa eventually defeated Mali’s last rival, the ________. He also built great 
_____, which became centers for _______. Mansa Musa was also responsible for introducing I_____ to Mali. He built many grand 
_______ and m________.  After the death of Mansa Musa, Mali began to ________ because the leaders could not p_______ the 
country from i_________.  

 

Crossword 
Across 
1.  Mali developed along the __________ ( 2 words) 
2. Under whose leadership was Mali able to become a powerful 
empire. 
3. Mansa Musa supported ____________. 
4. This was the major religion of Mali. 
5. What city did Mansa Musa go to for a pilgrimage. 
 

Down 
7. Mali controlled the ____ and _____ trade. 
7. Who became the leader of Mali after Sundaita died? 
8. Major language of Mali. 
9. After Mansa Musa died, the leaders of Mali failed to ______ the 
country from invasion. 

 
 
Multiple Choice 

1.  Besides gold and salt what other products did Mali  rely 
on ? 

a. mining            c. slaves 
b. fish                  d. beans, onions, cotton 

2. Which one of Mali’s leaders supported  education 

 
a. Mansa Musa                   c. Sundaita 
b. Mansa Musa’a son        d. Ghana 
 

3. What was the major religion of Mali 

a. Judaism                           c. Islam 
b. Christianity                     d.Hindu  
 

4. What holy city did Mansa Muse travel to? 

a. Mecca                   c. Timbuktu 
b. Medina                 d. Songhai 
 

Short Answer 

1. Mali became rich and powerful from the salt and gold trade. Why do you think salt was important? 

 

 

2. What were Mali’s greatest accomplishments? 
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 Ancient Mali 

Mali: The Beginning 

The Mali Empire developed along the Niger River 

which enabled it to control the river trade.  Mali’s 

power grew because of the leadership of Sundiata 

Keita.  Meaning “hungering lion,” Sundaita was born a 

sick and crippled child.  Through hard work and 

exersice, Sundiat was able to grow into a strong and 

powerful man. 

 

Under the leadership of Sundaita, Mali was able to 

conquer Mali’s rival the Sossos.  With the Sossos 

and other tribes under control, Mali was able to 

control the gold and salt trade.  This allowed the 

empire to become rich.  Not just relying on trade, 

Mali also improved agriculture of Mali, growing 

beans, onions, grains, and cotton. 

How did Sundiata gain power for Mali and how did 

he improve the empire? 

The Growth of Mali 

Mansa Musa undertook a pilgrimage to the Muslim 

holy city of Mecca.  With him he took thousands of 

people and hundreds of animals laden with gold, 

clothing, food/spices, and art.  This made Mali 

famous worldwide for its wealth and power. 

 

When Mansa Musa returned, he ordered the 

construction of grand buildings and mosques.  Trade 

and commerce increased.  Doctors, scholars, judges, 

and religious leaders were all drawn to Mali.  Soon 

new schools and universities were created.  Mansa 

Musa stressed the importance of learning and the 

ability to read.  The language was Arabic and 

because of this Islam became the major religion of 

Mali and was soon spread across West Africa.   

Why did Islam become the major religion of Mali? 

 

Mansa Musa 

Sundaita’s leadership enabled Mali to grow.  

However, after his death in 1255 Mali began to 

decline.  Eventually a grand nephew of his became 

the next great ruler.  Under Mansa Musa, Mali 

reached the height of its power and wealth.  He was 

able to defeat the Songhai Empire which competed 

with Mali. 

 

Musa valued higher learning and supported 

education.  He built great cities such as Jenne and 

Timbuktu which became famous for their trade and 

their universities.  These cities became centers for 

scholars, judges, doctors, and religious leaders.  

Soon these cities became famous around the world 

for their knowledge. 

How did Mali change under Mansa Musa? 

 

Mali’s Fall 

After Mansa Musa’s death, his son came to power.  

His son and the other leaders of Mali were not as 

capable as Mansa Musa. 

 

Raiders attacked from the south and burned the 

famous city of Timbuktu.  Then nomads attacked 

from the north and captured the remains of the 

city.  Not able to protect its people, many of them 

decided to break away from Mali.  Large portions of 

the Empire seceded, including the soon to be 

powerful Songhai Empire.  Eventually only a small 

portion of what was one the great Empire of Mali 

was left. 

What was the reason for the fall of Mali? 
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