Body Biography

THE BIOGRAPHY

· Choose the best way to represent the following aspects of the character symbolically: 

· The Heart: Where should it be placed to best represent what this character loves most? What should it look like and what shape, color, pictures, or symbols should be included in it? If the character's love changes, students should find a way to represent this visually. 

· The Backbone: This should be represented in a way that visually conveys what motivates the character most. For example, students have represented Antigone's backbone as a chain connecting the word 'gods' at the top and 'people' at the bottom. 

· The Hands: What does the character hold in her or his hands? Items that are associated with the character either literally or figuratively should be included. Students have represented Ophelia as holding a handful of flowers, for example, and Creon holding a scroll with the words "MAN'S LAW" clutched in his fist. 

· The Feet: On what is the character standing? This should a symbolic representation of the character's most fundamental beliefs about life. King Lear, for example, has been portrayed standing on a crumbling rock labeled "respect for the elderly." 

· The Background: Students should draw some elements that suggest the character's environment, background, or predicament. 

· Quotations: Near the character's head, students should place two or three direct quotations from the story that sum up the character and add to an understanding of the character.
Suggestions

1. Placement - Carefully choose the placement of your text and artwork. For example, the area where your character's heart would be might be appropriate for illustrating the important relationships within his/her life. The hands might refer to actions or accomplishments of the character 

2. Virtues and Vices - What are your character's most admirable qualities? His/her worst? How can you make us visualize them? 

3. Color - Colors are often symbolic. What colors(s) do you most associate with your character? Why? How can you effectively weave these colors into your presentation? 

4. Changes - How has your character changed within the work? Trace these changes within your artwork



