Name: ________________________________

 Pretest/Posttest: Figurative Language and Tone
Directions:  Circle the correct answer for the following questions.

1. What is the correct definition of a simile?

a. Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects.
b. A phrase that contrasts two objects.

c. A comparison using the words “like” or “as”.

d. A comparison NOT using the words “like” or “as”.

2. What is the correct definition of a metaphor?

a. Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects.

b. A phrase that contrasts two objects.

c. A comparison using the words “like” or “as”.

d. A comparison NOT using the words “like” or “as”.

3. What is the correct definition of personification?

a. Making reference to a character from another text in order to show a comparison.
b. Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects.

c. A phrase that contrasts two objects.

d. All of the above.

4. What is the correct definition of hyperbole?

a. A word that imitates a sound.
b. Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects.

c. A comparison NOT using the words “like” or “as”.

d. An extreme exaggeration.

5. What is the correct definition of onomatopoeia?

a. A word that imitates a sound.
b. Giving human characteristics to inanimate objects.

c. A comparison using the words “like” or “as”.
d. None of the above.
6. What is the correct definition of an idiom?

a. An expression that means more than it is.
b. A word that imitates a sound.
c. An extreme exaggeration
d. None of the above
7. What is the correct definition of alliteration?

a. A word that imitates a sound.
b. An extreme exaggeration.
c. The repetition of beginning sounds.
d. Giving human characteristics of inanimate objects.
8. What is the correct definition of irony?
a. A comparison using the words “like” or “as”.

b. Giving human characteristics of inanimate objects.
c. Making reference to a character from another text in order to show a comparison.
d. When the opposite of what you expect occurs.
Directions: Match the type of figurative language with its correct example.

____ 9. onomatopoeia

A.  When pigs fly.

____ 10. idiom

 
B.  A firehouse burning down.
____ 11. hyperbole

C.  Boom!

____ 12. alliteration

D.  Her eyes were like two sparkling emeralds.
____ 13. simile
E.  The sun’s rays wrapped its warm arms around my body.
____ 14. metaphor

F.  Her eyes were two sparkling emeralds.
____ 15. personification

G. Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers.

____ 16. Irony


H. My backpack weighed a million pounds.
Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
   Roy would not have noticed the strange boy if it weren’t for Dana Matherson, because Roy ordinarily didn’t look out the window of the school bus. He preferred to read comics and mystery books on the morning ride to Trace Middle.  

    But on this day, a Monday (Roy would never forget), Dana Matherson grabbed Roy’s head from behind and pressed his thumbs into Roy’s temple, as if he were squeezing a soccer ball. The older kids were supposed to stay in the back of the bus, but Dana had snuck up behind Roy’s seat and ambushed him. When Roy tried to wriggle free, Dana mushed his face against the window.

    It was then, squinting through the smudged glass, that Roy spotted the strange boy running along the sidewalk. It appeared as if he was hurrying to catch the school bus, which had stopped at a corner to pick up more kids.

    The boy was straw-blond and wiry, and his skin was nut-brown from the sun. The expression on his face was intent and serious. He wore a faded Miami Heat basketball jersey and dirty khaki shorts, and here was the odd part: no shoes. The soles of his bare feet looked as black as barbecue coals. Trace Middle school didn’t have the world’s strictest dress code, but Roy was pretty sure that some sort of footwear was required. The boy might have been carrying sneakers in his backpack, if only he’d been wearing a backpack. No shoes, no backpack, no books – strange, indeed, on a school day.

    Roy was sure that the barefoot boy would catch all kinds of grief from Dana and the other big kids once he boarded the bus, but that didn’t happen…

    Because the boy kept running – past the corner, past the line of students waiting to get on the bus; past the bus itself.

Passage from:  Hiassen, C. (2002). Hoot. New York: Random House, Inc. 

17.     What is the definition of tone?

           a.    How the author feels toward his/her topic

           b.    How you feel about the passage

           c.    How the character feels during the action

18.     Which most closely describes the tone of the passage above? 

           a.     Judgmental

           b.     Negative

           c.     Awe

19.     Which word from the passage best reveals the tone?

           a.   Ordinarily

           b.   Strange   

           c.   Squeezed

20.     What is the definition of mood?

           a.    How the author feels toward his/her topic

           b.    How the passage makes you feel

           c.    How the character feels during the action

21.     Which best describes the mood from the passage above? 

           a.    Suspenseful

           b.    Pessimistic

           c.    Warm

22.    Which phrase best reveals the mood of the passage?

           a.     "He preferred to read comics and mystery books "

           b.     "The expression on his face was intent and serious"

           c.     "Here was the odd part: no shoes"

 
Read the poem below and answer the questions that follow.

On Skateboarding by Lillian Morrison

Skimming
an asphalt sea

I swerve, I curve, I

sway, I speed to whirring

sound an inch above the

ground; I’m the

driver and the wheel

I’m the one and only

single engine

human auto

mobile.
23. What is one example of assonance that occurs in the poem?
24.  What is one example of alliteration that occurs in the poem?  

25.  What is one example of onomatopoeia used in the poem?
26.  Discuss the tone of the poem.  Which words or phrases help to create this tone?  Explain.  
