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Iambic Pentameter

Blank Verse—

Iambic Pentameter -– 
Meter—
Helpful terms: 

· A “foot” is 
· An “iamb” is a type of foot where the first syllable is unstressed and the second syllable is stressed (sounds like da-DUM)

· “Pentameter” means that there are five iambs, or pairs of unstressed/stressed syllables, in one line

· (sounds like da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM da-dUM)

Examples 

That thou her maid art far more fair than she:
Be not her maid, since she is envious;
That thou/ her maid/ art far/ more fair/ than she:/
Be not/ her maid,/ since she/ is en/vious;/
Broken Pattern

Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,
Who is already sick and pale with grief,

Arise,/ fair sun,/ and kill/ the en/vious moon,/
Who is/ alread/y sick/ and pale/ with grief,/
Romeo and Juliet – PROLOGUE



Mark the iambic pentameter in the prologue.








We’ll do the first two lines together.

    Two households, both alike in dignity,

    In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,

    From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,

    Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.

    From forth the fatal loins of these two foes

    A pair of star-cross'd lovers take their life;

    Whole misadventured piteous overthrows

    Do with their death bury their parents' strife.

    The fearful passage of their death-mark'd love,

    And the continuance of their parents' rage,

    Which, but their children's end, nought could remove,

    Is now the two hours' traffic of our stage;

    The which if you with patient ears attend,

    What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.
Style—Style in literature is the literary element that describes the ways that the author uses words — the author's word choice, sentence structure, figurative language, and sentence arrangement all work together to establish mood, images, and meaning in the text. Style describes how the author describes events, objects, and ideas.
Voice—Voice in literature is the individual style in which a certain author writes his or her works. Voice includes many different literary devices and stylistic techniques, including word choice, dialogue, character development, tone, pacing, rhythm and even punctuation. 
Determine how figurative language and iambic pentameter impact Shakespeare’s style and voice (3-4 sentences). 
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